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Controlling national borders has once again become a key
concern of contemporary states and a highly contentious issue
in social and political life. But controlling borders is about much
more than patrolling territorial boundaries at the edges of
states: it now comprises a multitude of practices and processes
taking place at different levels, some spatial and some virtual,
some at the edges of states and some in the local contexts of
everyday life —in workplaces, in hospitals, in schools — which,
taken together, construct, reproduce and contest borders and
the rights and obligations associated with belonging to a nation-
state at the time of neo-liberal globalisation in crisis.

This book is a systematic exploration of the practices and
processes that now define state bordering and the role it plays
in national and global governance. Based on original research,
it goes well beyond traditional approaches to the study of
migration and racism, showing how these processes affect all
members of society, not just the marginalized others. Many
ordinary citizens are now required by states to carry out border
guarding activities in their daily interactions with others. These
include truck drivers and airline staff evicting people seeking to
cross state borders as well as employers, landlords and public
service administrators filtering people within territories. The
uncertainties arising from these processes mean that more and
more people around the world find themselves living in grey
zones, excluded from any form of protection and often denied
basic human rights.

This richly documented account of how bordering has become
dispersed into the interstices of everyday life will be of great
interest to students and scholars in sociology, anthropology,
politics and geography and to anyone concerned with the
changing character of governance and belonging today.

"In Bordering the authors give us an account that brings together the multiple vectors that constitute a border, making legible
components of borders we never think of. And they discover that border brutality can include much more than the familiar
notions and images we see in newspapers." Saskia Sassen, Columbia University, author of Expulsions

"A path-breaking study of borders and bordering processes that combines theoretical depth with empirical insight. It points to the
many and varied ways in which bordering processes weave together sociopolitical and economic dimensions across complex and
contested terrains. Highly recommended." Avtar Brah, Professor Emerita of Sociology, Birkbeck College, University of London
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